Persian Grammar

Persian grammar is similar to that of many other Indo-European languages,
especially those in the Indo-Iranian family. Middle Persian had become more
analytical, having no grammatical gender and few case markings, and Persian has
inherited such characteristics.
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Word order

While Persian has a Subject Object Verb (SOV) word order, it is not strongly left-
branching. The main clause precedes a subordinate clause. The interrogative particle
aya (,(4 which asks a yes/no question, appears at the beginning of a sentence.
Modifiers normally follow the nouns they modify, although they can precede nouns in
limited uses. The language uses prepositions, uncommon to many SOV languages.
The one case marker, ra (1), follows the accusative noun phrase.

Normal sentences are structured subject-preposition-object-verb. If the object is
specific, then the order is "(S) (O + "ra") (PP) V". However, Persian can have
relatively free word order, often called "scrambling." This is because the parts of
speech are generally unambiguous, and prepositions and the accusative marker help
disambiguate the case of a given noun phrase. This scrambling characteristic has
allowed Persian a high degree of flexibility for versification and rhyming.

Nouns

Main article: Persian nouns

Persian nouns have no grammatical gender. Persian nouns mark with an accusative
marker only for the specific accusative case; the other oblique cases are marked by
prepositions. Possession is expressed by special markers: if the possessor appears in
the sentence after the thing possessed, the ezafe may be used; otherwise, alternatively,
a pronominal genitive enclitic is employed. Inanimate nouns pluralize with -hd, while
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animate nouns generally pluralize with -an (with variants -gan and -yan), although -
ha is also common."! Special rules exist for some nouns borrowed from Arabic.

Pronouns

Persian is a null-subject, or pro-drop language, so personal pronouns (eg. I, he, she)
are optional. Pronouns generally are the same for all cases. The first-person singular
accusative form meen rd "me" can be shortened to mera. Pronominal genitive
enclitics (see above) are different from the normal pronouns, however.

Normal Forms

Person Singular Plural
Ist man ma
2nd to shoma Led
3rd ) (non-human/human), anha Wyl (non-human/human),

vey s (human only and formal) ishan ¢4 (human only and formal)

Possession is often expressed by adding suffixes to nouns. These are added after
inflection for number.

Genitive enclitics

Person Singular Plural

Ist -&m -eman
2nd -&t -etan
3rd -&S -esan

non

Note that when the stem to which these are added ends in a vowel, a "y" is inserted
for ease of pronunciation.

In colloquial speech, the personal pronouns can be used in conjunction with verbs to
incorporate a direct object. For example: "Yesterday I saw him."

Direct object incorporation
diruz ura didem »x3) ) 5 550

diruz didemees e 350

Adjectives

Adjectives typically follow the nouns they modify, using the izafa construct.
However, adjectives can precede nouns in compounded derivational forms, such as
khosh-beekht (lit. good-luck) 'lucky', and beed-kar (lit. bad-deed) 'wicked'.
Comparative forms ("more ...") make use of the suffix zer (1%), while the superlative
form ("the most ...") uses the suffix terin (.(cr)
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Verbs

Main article: Persian verbs
Normal verbs can be formed using the following morpheme pattern:
(NEG - DUR or SUBJ/IMPER ) - root - PAST - PERSON - ACC-ENCLITIC

e Negative prefix: nee - changes to ne before the Durative prefix

e Durative prefix: mi

e Subjunctive/Imperative prefix: be

e Past suffix: d - changes to ¢ after unvoiced consonants

e Optative identifier: an "a" is added before the last character of the present
tense of singular third person. Although there are suggestions that this
inflection has been abandoned, but significant remnants of its usage can still
be observed in contemporary stylish Persian compositions and colloquial
proverbs, as in haerce bada bad (sb 2L 4> ,») "come what may" and dest
merizad (3 x e <) lit. "May that hand not spill [what it is holding]",
meaning "well done".

Person Suffixes

Person Singular Plural

Ist &m im
2nd i id
3rd ad &nd

Accusative Enclitics

Person Singular Plural

Ist @&m eman
2nd @t etan
3rd @®sh eshan

Conjugations

Example verb conjugations for third-person singular form of khordeen "to eat".

Active Voice

Mood Tense Romanization Perso-Arabic
Indicative Present mikhorad ) sa e
Indicative  Preterite khord LA
Indicative Imperfective preterite mikhord A A e
Indicative Perfect khordezst Culod ) g
Indicative Imperfective perfect = mikhordeast Cuslod ) 92 o0
Indicative  Pluperfect khorde bud A3 03 ) 85
Indicative Imperfective pluperfect mikhorde bud A5 03 ) A e
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Indicative Future khahad khord
Indicative Present progressive daraed mikhoraed
Indicative  Preterite progressive  dasht mikhord
Subjunctive Present bekhorad
Subjunctive Preterite khorde bashed
Subjunctive Imperfective preterite mikhorde bashad
Subjunctive Pluperfect khorde bude bashad

s ) A
)y ee 2l
)P Cudla

Sl

Adbisa A
5L 03 ) sA
AL 6d g RPN

Subjunctive Imperfective pluperfect mikhorde bude bashaed 5L o3 5163 550

Passive Voice

Mood Tense Romanization
Indicative  Present khorde mish@&vad
Indicative  Preterite khorde shod
Indicative Imperfective preterite khorde mishod
Indicative  Perfect khorde shodeast
Indicative Imperfective perfect  khorde mishodeast
Indicative  Pluperfect khorde shode bud
Indicative glllll%zrrffi;ttive khorde mishode bud
Indicative  Future khorde khahad shod
Indicative  Present progressive dared khorde mishe&ved
Indicative  Preterite progressive  dasht khorde mishod
Subjunctive Present khorde shavad
Subjunctive Preterite khorde shode bashed
Subjunctive Imperfective preterite khorde mishode bashaed
Subjunctive Pluperfect khorde shode bude bashad
Subjunctive Imperfective ld_lorde mishode bude

pluperfect bashad

Compound verbs

Perso-Arabic
2 i ea 03 953
203 ) 55
i 03 ) 55
Caslodd 6 y o
ol ca 02 ) &
ds0ddi0d ) ea

Jﬁadﬁwaj‘))i

Ad aal i a6
3 gl e 03y g 3 Hla
Al e 02 sA Cudila

2 gl 0 ) 9

Al sadi oy 6

A3 o_\.ﬁ:‘s‘n IAPEES

Aﬁ\gbdﬁadﬂ:aj))i

03 g3 60y e 03 ) 52
il

Light verbs such as kerden "to do, to make" are often used with nouns to form what
is called a compound verb, light verb construction, or complex predicate. For

example, the word "sohbeet" means "conversation", while "sohbet keerdeen" means "to
speak”. One may add a light verb after a noun, adjective, preposition, or prepositional
phrase to form a compound verb. Only the light verb (e.g kerden) is conjugated; the

word preceding it is not affected. For example:

darem sohbeet mikonem ("'l am speaking")
sohbeet keerde cem ("1 have spoken")
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sohbceet khahem keerd ("1 will speak”)

As can be seen from the examples, the head word (in this case, sohbcet) remains
unchanged throughout the conjugation, and only the light verb kerden is conjugated.
They may be compared to English verb particle constructions, such as hand down
(leave as an inheritance) and set up (arrange), or German compound verbs, such as
radfahren (to ride by bicycle) and zuriickgehen (to go back).

Some other examples of compound verbs with keerden are:

fekr keerdeen, "to think"

Sferamush keerdeen, "to forget"

geerye keerdeen, "to cry"

telefon keerdeen, "to call, to telephone”
teemir keerdeen, "to fix"

Auxiliary Verbs

bayad - 'must": Not conjugated

shayad - 'might": Not conjugated

tevanesten - 'can': Conjugated

khastan - 'want': Conjugated. Subordinating clause is subjunctive
khastan - 'will": Conjugated. Main verb is tenseless

Prepositions

Prepositions in Persian generally behave similarly to those in English — they precede
their object. They include the following:

Prepositions
Persian English

ender (L in (literary)
&z (O from
ba ((L with
beer ((» on, upon
bera-ye ((s'» for
be ((« to
bi ((2 without
chon ((Us> like (formal)
deer ((U° at, in
mesl-e ((fie like
ta (G till, until

haem-chon ((Us>=*  like,as,such(formal)
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